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regard to keeping up the discipline and the condition of his command. He might have been the inspector-general, for the care he exercised. Then he had a perfect passion for what is known in the army as ' Papers.' I remember this from a very lively experience. Oftentimes, when I had worked twelve or fourteen hours during the day, and was nearly ready to drop, he would send for me, and for two hours longer he would keep me in his tent, going over a great mass of correspondence and orders. He had a love for all the details of the camp and of the march, and a capacity to receive and understand them. He was immensely particular, and a man who, generally speaking, paid apparently an unnecessary attention to nice points. Orders and letters must be written with the greatest punctilio and care, whether under a tree, in the rain, or in headquarters. He would do work that any other general would leave to his adjutant, giving a great deal of his time and personal attention to questions re-latingeto' regulations, to breaches of discipline, and to the various reports, even though of a routine nature. When in battle he never issued commands from the rear, but was on the field in person. Even after he had given an order he would himself see that it was carried out. This was' not always the pleasantest position for a subordinate officer; but looking back now, I can see that Hancock's almost invariable success was due to this incessant wakefulness and vigilance. He knew what he wanted, and he knew that a single word misunderstood might cause disaster to his troops or make him lose a victory. He was not willing to run any risks."
General Hancock was worshipped by the men of the Second Corps. He had come to the command of that corps with a record as one of the most brilliant and successful fighters in the army. The most inspiriting legends of the war embalmed his name. His presenceat excessive politeness of manner whichsenger was ordered upon this errand, until the hour-hand marked the hour of be over there on the right/
